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* means If ſome Kcret obey on of mag 
i, - pation with the Cauſe of the icke 248 
1 commonly ſeen in the Cale of N 
Small- Pox; and the Power of the Tmagiria- © 
tion is ſtill more evident, from the Inſtanc s 
of the Longings of breeding Women. 
4. Ir theſe Notions prevail, and che Plat = 
ſhould happen anole us ; the Sick will be 
delerted by Friends, Relations, and others, 
and too often be left ro periſh for want of 
proper Care and Aſſiſtance. And thoſe that 
are well, will be diſtracted between the Deſires 
their natural Affections may ſuggeſt and raiſe 
in them to viſit their ſick Friends, and the 
Fears and Dreads of catching the Diſeaſe : If 
they refrain, both the Sick and the Sound 
mult ſuffer grievous Uneaſineſſes and Hiſquie- 
tudes on that account. 
J. Ueo theſe Principles che moſt inhu- 2 
man Reſtraints and Confinements are not 
only juſtifiable but abſolutely neceſfary: And 
what Anxieties and Perturbations of Mind 
muſt People be tormented with, when they 
find themſelves ſhut up with the tertible De- 
ſtroyer, to remain in continual and extreme 
Danger of periſhing, without being permitted 
to perſue ſuch Meaſures as they may judge 
proper and ſufficient to ſecure themſelves and 
Families from the impending Miſchief? Their 
Danger will ſtill be greater, and their tor- 
menting Thoughts more racking and conti- 
nual, 20 being debarred from their ordinary 
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ide oc fn ha cs want of wholeſome Pro. 
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Diſts tion and the Mortality. In Mort, ſhut- 
ting u 3 Wa Walls or Lines, is ſhut- 
ting t amidſt, and e hem 3% 5 
Famine, r Murder, e 5 

- Delpairs more dreadful chan all the 5; 
'Wrotvax hall conſider that the . 

_ going, and a great Train of Evils beſides, are 

the natural Conſequences of the Notions 


mentioned, will ſoon be convinced that it 


muſt be very much for the Good and Happi- 


neſs of Mankind, and therefore very much 
to be wild by every one, that thoſe Notions 


dong be proved erroneous: And certainly an 


| Undertaking which falls in with the Intereſts - 


and the Deſires of. all, muſt meet, With the 
Approbation of all. 

Tuo it muſt be A TER 155 e to all 
who conſider it, that the hearing fairly and 
impartially every thing that is to be offer'd 
on either ſide of a Queſtion, for or againſt 


n Notion or Opinions muſt be the _ moſt 


- reaſonable, ; and indeed the only "Method of 
coming at the Knowledge of That is right 
and what is wrong, and that there is no other 
Way to Wiſdom and Happineſs; yet how ve- 
. ry. few are there who ſeek this Way and per- 
the. it? The W of this cannot be . | 
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Bur the Misfortune is, they have been led ou 
of the Way inſenſibly by Education, Paſs 
ſion, Cuſtom, or Uſage, Sc, and not being 
ſenſible of it, they of courſe continue out 
the Way y. This Misfortnne,  F am apt 
think, is 6 nerally derived from bur firſt E- 
ducation ; for inſtead of being taught to exa- 
mine every thing, and to judge of eyery _— 
we are inſtructed from our earlieſt Infaney to 
receiye and admit the Notions orf — 
of our Parents, Maſters, Gr. | without En- 
1755 or Examination. This in time becomes 1 
abitual, fo that even after we are grown up, 
when any Queſtion or Opinion is offer d us, in- 
ſtead of making our ſelyes Judges as We We | | 
we are apt immediately to make our ſe = 
Parties, and to eſpouſe, perhaps with: Vehs- Mari 
mence, one Side, before we have heard or n 
ma qe Enquiry what can be ſaid on the other. 
This judging before- and, and not fromthe 
Merits or Evidence of things, is commonly 
termed Prejudice; and when once we are —3 
bituated in this Way, we are readily 
poſed to Prejudices of all forts ; — 
times we happen to be prejudiced; we know 
not why, only becanfe we chance to take a 
fancy to certain Notions and Opinions; ſome- K 
times we like them becauſe they fall in with In 
our r Uſual OE of thinking; ſometimes be. | Of 
cauſe 8 
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eide in favour of one Party, not dating heard 
the orher, or not baving done it with Can- 
| dour and Impart iality, he muſt be accounted | 
| 2 Judge, even tho he ſhould have 
1 apperrd to determine in favour of thoſe to 
whom in reality the Right did belong: Nei- 
her would it be accounted any Excuſe, if it 
taY be ſaich thar he liked the Complexion 
| of Aſpect of one better than that of the other, 
chat he had been longer acquainted with ont - 
chan with the other, or that the favoured 
Party had been recommended Oy a Friend 
Le he greatly eſteemed: | 
I then we would regulars: our Conduct 
right, ic is abſolutely neceſſary we ſhould 
; 4 now what is right; but we cannot deter- 
mine what is ri right, if we do nor carefully and 
impartially enquire, examine, and hear. The 
Points contained in the following Diſcoutſe 
are of the greateſt Moment and Importance, 
and in which every Man is deeply intereſted; 
let every one therefore not only ſte with his 
own Eyes, but with his Eyes wide open too: 
and having carefully diveſted himſelf of every 


Impartiality weigh and compare the Evidences 
on lot ſides, and Judge according 7. 
As 3 
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kind of Prejudice, let him with Candour and 


os fs thin 2 small — is yn 1 * 
Perſons, thence People * be apt to argue 
that the Plague is catching too. But cho the 
Small Pox is a peculiar Diſtemper whence no- 

thing could be rightly argued with reſpect to 

the Plague; yet that no one may carry a 

with bim any Prejudice on that account, ' B 

think it proper to acquaint the Reader, that 
| many of the following Arguments, if. applied, | 
will prove that the Small Pox is not catched 
being by near the Sick: beſides which, ſome 
ſtronger may be urged. But I have avoided ſay- 
ing any thing of that Diſeaſe, not only becauſe 
F have been obliged to write theſe Sheets in 
more hurry than I could have wiſhed, but al- 
fo becauſe I would not dog . People wha 
variety of Subjects. | 
IN refuting the — 1 
cerning the Plague, I ap Mm 
oppoſe a Man greatly but the 1 5 
Ton fare will readily 9 it, „en it is # * 
in their Cauſe, and in the Cauſe: of Mankind, | 1 
| that I have enga — ru if chis 
N proves ſuccelsfal; Town will have the 
moſt reaſon to * to triumph; for 
theirs will be the Comfort, the en, and 
Emolument. 

As to the Doctor, I have megred bim with | 
all the Tenderneſs, Circumſtances would pe 


ans con- 
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f mit. I have not concerned my ſelf — — 
* thing merely perſonal, nor have Lever gone 
out 
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out of my way to find Faults : But if in the 
courſe of the following Inquiry, it ſhall 
have been neceſſary to expoſe his Nakedneſs 
to the view of the World, he has no one 
to blame for it but himſelf; the Occaſion was 
not of my ſeeking :- He ſhould not have bid 
publick Defiance as a Champion, till hejhad 
been wel aſſured of his Strength and his 
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that the Plague is not alwa 2 one and t 
fame Diſeaſe. And that it does ni 


made appeat; not nly from foregoin 
but from many othef A er 


think one Inſtance will be ſufficient. 1 

Da. KXETES, ſpeaking of the ting 
Sickneſſes in A, and Germany, makes 
the following Remark : AA bac, hi Germani] 


noſtro acre. & contagione non leæduntur, fed ſao; 


nos non ſuns illorum, ſed, noſter infitet.. Ilias 
noſtra hujus anni canteg io monſtrat : lf He" Je 
* anni 1529-confirmat., - * Moreover thele [che ' 
Germans] are not hurt with our Air d 
3 .Contagion; bur. with their own and our: 
« own Air infects us, and not that at, theirs: 
Our Contagion of this Year ſhe 

mer: And theirs of the Year 1 52 confirms 
the latter. RN 

Henk we ſe, that. aha Cauſe, [Vs 
it Was, which affected the German, did not 
hurt us; and the Cauſe which injured us, did 
not affect the Germans: This could not have 
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'A Pe le as We; and if the difference — 4 
5 in de Strength and Fofce, theft 
3 it miſt have Bach A . Nature awd, * 
Kind. Since therefore the 2 as well as 
the Symptoms are various and different 3 nei- 
ther the Sym _ nor the Cauſes cam be 
brought into rhe gen | Deſeriprion or Defi- 2 
nition of the Plan yy e = 
Ile by Conta =o be meant, the Contagion | 
the A Ae Ag to the antjent way of 
. "ſpeak ing then the, Plague may be ſaid to be 
l @coaragiotis Diſcaſe: but ſince the Moderns 
have reſtrained the Seiife of that Term, and, 
made it to ſignify only a Power to communi- 
cate the Dileaſe from one Perſon to another; 
the thgue cannot be allowed in this ſenſe 
to be contagious; "becauſe, 48 will be ſnewn 
in the following Papers, it is neither cauſed, 
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Ir ſeems to me therefore, that Pothig + if 

Fr more can be comprehended in the Notionof | 

> the Plague, when it is ſpoken of in general, a 

* than that it is a Diſeaſe; that it rages epidemi- 

cally or generally, affecting great Numbers of | 

1 People at the ſame time; and that it carries 

off greater Numbers than ordinarily. 80 that . 4 

ö it differs from an epidemick Diſeaſe, büt in 

| degree of Violence only; and conſequently. - [i 
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the Doctor contradicts what Hünfelf before . 
had been proving * for in p. IA. he ſay 85 On 
© the other hand; it is evident that 33 


not received from the Air itſelf, h 
S predifpoſed, without the Coneutrence 


„ fomet ing emitted from infected Perſoiis? 


So that altho before the Air bad been afſigne 

as one diſtin Cauſe" of the Plague, in theſe 

laſt cited W ords, the contrat) is oxprefly'af- 

ſerted. 48 1017 wh 10%. 10 30 woltito 
Bur "yy it be ſeed how well the D _ 1 

makes good his laſt Aſſertion: The A 

made ſe of to prove it, is, Betauſe b y Rtrietly 


© preventing all Intercourſe of ieee Places 


* with the Neighbourhood, it may be effec- 


© tually kept from ſpreading; whereas the 
1 et n muſt neceſſarily convey” what- 


©ever noxious Quality reſides? in the Air a- 


lone, even to a great Diſtance Of this we 
have had a freſh Proof in the preſent un- 


© happy Plague in France, which by keepir 


© careful Guard, was confined for à conſide- 
© rable Time within the Walls of Mayrſeilles, 

ſo that none of the adjacent Villages ſuf- . 
fered any. thing by it; till at length: ſome 


© Perſons finding means to carried 


the Infection along with them: Abd: we 


< find they have been able by the like Care, 
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